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This guide gives a brief introductioh how to use Blaze as an application launcher and offers a
good coverage of how to use it as an Automation Mechanism.

The following topicgre coveredby this guide:

Using basic application launchieatures.
Using your own contextual information.
Automating recurrent tasks.
Recording Adaptive Macros.
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The following topicare NOT coveredy this guide:

Using advanced application launcher features.
Configuring Blaze.

Editing automations.

Creating newAutomations.
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1 How to use Blaze as an Application Launcher
Blaze automatically indexes all your applications and all recently accessed files and folders.
Furthermore, Blaze performs calculations, searches the web and even browses ygysttie.

Blazealso has the remarkable feature of always being aware of what you are doing and using
that information to help you do your daily tasks. In the next sections | will address some of
these features.

1.1 Launching the first application
After Blaze is installed, \till hide itselfonthe background. Soniorder to launch an
application, you first have to invoke Blaze by pres€itrg+ Alt + Space
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instance, imagine thatou would like to launch Mozilla Firefox:

a Firefox —_—

'rogrambData\Mi..
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you just have to hiEnterto open Firefox.

1.2 Learning a few basic hotkeys
Also, before hitting the Enter key, yoaudd also tap thelabkey to autecomplete the
applications name:

Mozilla Firefo}x\

- C:\ProgramData\Mi...

Mozilla Firefox

This is a very useful hotkey that you should never forget! Also, imagine that you would rather
like to launch Mozilla Firefox (Safe Mode). By pressindgJihand Down arrow keys the

I £ 0 S Ni@lopidldwa&xaiopen. Using the same keys you can choose the desired
application:

Mozilla Firefox
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Ly 2NRSNJ (2 Of @ddpddwniok yu dar jistSoneds thiek adRght@rrow keys.
Also, you can cycle through the alternasweithout opening thedlropdownboxoy pressing
Shift + Tab



There is also another very important shortcut that you should have in mitrtl+ Shiftwill
toggle on and off thdelp tooltip Thehelp tooltip once toggled onwill display the path of the
currently selected item or usage help for the currently selected command.
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1.3 Making simple calculations
Blaze can perform simptalculations, using common math notation:

((874*-1+875)/16-1024)/12-22

Also, Blaze can perforin-placecalculations. For instance, imagine that you just typed a
Ot OdzA A2y 2y y20SLI R 2NJ aAONRaz2fid 22NR 2NJ
You just need tselect that cdculation with the mouse, open Blaze aidé LIS a a2t @S¢

File Edit Search View Format Languae Settings Macro Run  TextFX Plugins Window 2
oA BB e 4Dk e/ thiel s BRI=1E2® >
1 ((874*-1+875)/16-1024)/12-22

nb char: 28 Ln:1 Col:29 Sel:28 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

Then, you can just hit thReturnkey to replace the selected expression with the solution or
Shift + Returrto append the solution to the expression. In this example, hitting Shift + Return
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File Edit Search View Format Language Settings Macro Run TextFX Plugins Window ? X
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((874*%-14875)/16-1024)/12-22 = ‘IZI

|[nb char: 33 Ln:1 Col:34 Sel:0 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

To know more about this feature and abaltsupported operators clickere.
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http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=hotkeys#blaze
http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#plugins

1.4 Creating an email on -the-fly

Imagine that you want tehare with your friendlohnan outstanding story from a popular
technological blog. You would like to quickly send the headline as the emails subject and the
URL as the body. With Blaze, you just need to select the headline with your mouse, like this:

@3 Devs start your engines, Windows 7 RTM Code Pack released - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
v c e Q ( N | http://www.neowin.net/news/mair E fﬂi;‘ "\ Google

neoWinne: COMO VAIS MORRER? §

Mi(4als)
waw.ComoVaisMorrer.com

Welcome Guest ( Login or Join our community ) Control Panel ~ Main ~

Devs start your engines, Windows 7 RTM Code Pack released|
Sean Bradford + 15 hours ag

11 comments & 5592 views

Now that Microsoft has officially signed off on the Windows 7 RTM build and has ‘
released it to MSDN/TechNet subscribers, it's time for some API code so
developers can start developing applications for Windows 7. ‘

general public.

Microsoft has released the Windows 7 RTM Code Pack 1.0, available to the W
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Send e-mail to john@pro...

| john@provider.net "Ithis" "lurl"

Which, will create an email with your default email client:

= To: | 2= john@provider.net

BodyTet |v| | Variable Width B A AB T U|EEEE S @

http:v",-"www.neowin.net"'news-’main-"O9a’08:"l 1/devs-start-your-engines-windows- 7 -rtm-code-pack-released

Note that both!this and!url are commands that symbolize context infoation. For
instance,'this symbolizesurrently selected text while!url symbolizes thevebpage address
that you are currently browsing. These commands are calbedext commandas they can be
embedded with the othenormalBlaze commands.

To know more about Blaze commands chieke.

To know more about context commands clieke.


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#native
http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#context

2 How to use Blaze as an Automation Mechanism

Blaze has the outstanding ability to automate recurrent tasks. Blaze is always monitoring your
activity and when it detects that you are performing repetitive tasks it offers to complete it in
your place.

Have you noticed that Blazejisst standingthere, in the system tray, watching you?
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Every time it detects a repetition, it lights up just like this:
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Therefore, you can justoubletap CapsLockr press theexclamation pointA y . £ | T $Q4&
interface to open theéBlaze Assistant

Blaze Assistant gifays one or more comprehensive narratives that describe sets of
consecutive actions that may accompletask for you. These sets of actions are called
Automations You may choose one of the suggested automations, edit or even create a new
one.

2.1 A simple example
LYF3AYS GKIFIG @2dz 2dzad GeLISR 2y y20SLI R adG$s
so that you get the following result:

T

2 test 2
3 test 1l

As Blaze changed its color on the system tray, you double tab the CapsLock key. The Blaze
Assistant Shows up:
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Blaze has a suggestion for you:
fon: window "*new 3 - Notepad++" (notepad++.exe):

Press Home key,
Press Return key,
Press Up key, 14

Type "test 4".

2 4 5
i Repeat:\=L ‘ll Speed:i 1Ix r{L




Blaze Assistant shows what will be done in order to completadicearrenttask for you.
Controls from 1 to 4 allow you to parameterize the way this will be done.

Legend:

1 ¢ Display previous AutomatioriHotkey:Left Arrow)

2 ¢ Display next Automatian(Hakey: RightArrow)

3 ¢ Automationindex The first number indicates the currently selected suggestion and the
second indicates the total amount of suggested Automations.

4 ¢ Decrease the amount of iterations to be performédotkey:Down Arrow)

5 ¢ Increase the amount of iterations to be performd#iotkey:Up Arrow)

6 ¢ Iteration counter. Indicates the amount of iterations that will be performed. In some cases
GKA&d FASER A& KARRSY la Al R2SayQid IFFSO4 GKS
7 ¢ Decreases execution spedttiotkey: Minus key))

8 ¢ Increases execution spegHotkey:Pluskey)

9 ¢ Speed display. Speedagnrange from 0.25x to 2.0x. The step next to 2.0Mas, which

means the Automation will be executed at the maximum possible speed.

10¢ Executes the Automatig accordingly to the specified parameters. (Hotkegterkey)

11 ¢ Modifies the currently selected Automation in the Automation Editor. (Hotkdy:+ M)

12 ¢ Create a new Automation from scratch, in the Automation Editor. (Hok&y:+ N

13 ¢ Opens the help window. (Hotkelfd)

14 ¢ Closes Blaze Assistant. (HotkEegdkey)

Since we would like to repeat this task 3 times, we neesktahe number of iterations to 3

> Blaze Assistant ! =

Blaze has a suggestion for you:
on: window "*¥new 2 - Notepad++" (notepad++.exe):

Press Home key,
Press Return key,
Press Up key,
Type "test 4".
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After pressingznterkey, the result was the expected:

1 test a
2 test S
test 4
test 3
test 2
test 1

Of course this is a dead simple example. However, there are many recurrent situations that we
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http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=hotkeys#assistant

Note: Blaze stops monitoring your activity whenever Blaze Assistant is opened. So be sure
closethe Assistantvhen youno longer need it.

2.2 Word Demo
Imagine that you are following a TV series and ysuallywrite small reviews about it.
¢ KSNBF2NBES @2dz ¢lyid G2 LINBLINB | 22NR R20dzySyi

Season 1:
Season 2:
Season 3:

Season 20 :
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Doing this by hand would be rather painful. However, with Blaze, you just need to do ttg first
iterations and it will do the rest:

ré‘ R & Blaze Assistant [E=RIE
4] Blaze has a suggestion for you:
Ik fon: window "Document2 - Microsoft Word" (WINWORD.exe):

Type "Season 4:",
Press Return key,
Type "Season 5:",
Press Return key,
Type "Season 6:",
Press Return key,
Type "Season 7:",
Season 2: Press Return key,

Season 1:

Type "Season 20:",

Season 3: Press Return key.
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However, éter executing this, you remember that it was 40 seasons after all. Would you have
todothS NBYFAYAYy3 Hn o0& &2dz2NBSE T eontbe BE I 2ildzy Rdza i K |
will continue the last performedutomationfor 20 more iterations.

S>eason L/:

Season 18: by
continue

Season 19: ;i‘ﬂ Continue last sugg...on for 20 iterations.
continue 20

Season 20:

Continueis a very important command. To know more about how to usdidkhere.
What if | make a typo?

If youmistype somethingyou can correct it by usinge backspacgbefore a new line is
introduced. Correcting words in other lines or by chagghe cursor position with the mouse
or arrow keyss 2 yigké the desired effect on Blaze.

2.3 Excel Demo
Imagine that you have an Excel Book with 5 sheets, all containing similar dabtaghing
results ofmedication tests


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#native

You would like t@pply bdd to all lines containing Medicine in the first cell. In order words,
fAYySad HI nX c¢cX y3 XTI HHX HnNn aK2dZ R 0S5 062t RSR®
first sheet but also in the other ones.

Doing this by hand would just be too hard andihg to accomplish. Blaze, however, makes
this task really easy to complete.

You just have to do the first 4 iterations by yourself and Blaze will figure out what to do.

In operations comprising mouse actigdsiterations offer more click precision than only 3.
Although 3 iterations would be enough for Blaze to detect what you were doing, it might not
be enough to precisely infer your naxiouseclicks. So, if you have a really bad aim, you better
provide fiveiterations instead.





















